Amendment No. 2 to HJR0890 FILED

Date

Time

DeBerry L Clerk
Signature of Sponsor

AMEND House Joint Resolution No. 890*

Comm. Amdt.

by deleting all language following the caption and by substituting instead the following:

WHEREAS, the confinement of juveniles, while perhaps a necessary part of creating a
just society, is a serious punishment which should be delivered only with the greatest amount of
consideration and never as a first option; and

WHEREAS, in 2000, 20% of the State's 12-17 year-old population was comprised of
African-Americans; however, African-Americans accounted for 70% of the juveniles held in
Tennessee's secure detention centers throughout that year; and

WHEREAS, in fiscal year 2003, African-American children accounted for 21.4% of the
State's juvenile population, 38% of Tennessee's delinquent population as recorded by the
Department of Children's Services, and yet accounted for nearly 46% of the population of the
State's Youth Development Centers; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth has responsibility for
implementing the federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act in Tennessee, and
one of its core requirements is to assess and address the disproportionate contact minority
children have with the juvenile justice system; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth has convened a
Disproportionate Minority Confinement/Contact (DMC) Task Force for the past nine years to
assess and address the over-representation of minority children in the juvenile justice system;
and

WHEREAS, Dr. Soumen Gosh and his staff at the Office of Business and Economic
Research, Tennessee State University, conducted an “Assessment of Disproportionate Minority
Confinement in Tennessee’s Juvenile Justice System—A report on the roots and causes of

minority over-representation in Tennessee’s Juvenile Justice System”; and
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WHEREAS, a Brian A. Disparities Research Team led by Dr. Ruth McCroy prepared a

“Racial Disparities Study” for the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED
THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE
CONCURRING, that the Select Committee on Children and Youth is hereby charged with
working with the Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth Disproportionate Minority
Confinement/Contact Task Force to review available research and data regarding the
overrepresentation of minorities in Tennessee’s juvenile justice system and to develop
strategies to address the causes and reduce the disproprotionate invovlement of minority youth
in Tennessee’s juvenile justice system.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all appropriate state agencies shall provide
assistance to the Select Committee on Children and Youth upon request of the chair or the
chair's designee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Select Committee on Children and Youth shall
timely report its findings and recommendations, including any proposed legislation, to the One

Hundred Fourth General Assembly no later than February 5, 2005.
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